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Chelsea Ridge 

Architectural Standards & Guidelines 
 
 
The Architectural Guidelines within the Declaration of Covenants, Conditions and 
Restrictions for Chelsea Ridge (Declaration) or (Covenants) have been supplemented by 
the Architectural Review Board (ARB) and approved by the Board of Directors (Board) 
pursuant to the authority granted in the Declaration. 
 
The “aesthetic harmony of external design” is what makes Chelsea Ridge look and feel 
like a community.  The Architectural Review Board (ARB) has been appointed by the 
Board to make determinations on the addition, removal or modification of any exterior 
aesthetic matters.   
  
To ensure consistency in determinations, these Architectural Standards and Guidelines 
have been adopted by the ARB and approved by the Board, but no substantive 
modifications, amendments, or changes have been made to the Declaration.  The 
Architectural Standards and Guidelines provide an overall framework and more 
comprehensive set of architectural and aesthetic standards consistent with our current 
community: however, the document may be amended to allow the community standards 
to evolve as the community changes and grows and as unprecedented architectural and 
aesthetic matters arise, so long as said amendments are consistent with the provisions of 
the Declaration (as it exists at the time) and are approved by the Board.   
  
The ARB cannot rule on, nor is the HOA liable for, any structural, functional or safety 
aspects in regard to any modification, improvement or addition as the ARB’s area of 
inquiry is limited to aesthetic compatibility.  Further, obtaining all county permits shall be 
the responsibility of the homeowner and must be obtained prior to commencing any work, 
which must comply with all applicable regulations.   
   
Lot orientation shall be defined as follows: 
 
Front:   The “front” is defined as the plane of the Dwelling Unit which allows driveway garage entry.  The 

“front yard” is defined as the area covered in vegetation or vegetation beds extending from the 
plane of the Dwelling Unit which allows driveway garage entry to the immediate common sidewalk 
used by Chelsea Ridge pedestrians.   

Rear:    The “rear” is defined as the plane of the Dwelling Unit opposite of the "front" of the Dwelling Unit.  
The “rear yard” is defined as the area within Lot lines that is covered in vegetation, vegetation beds 
or pavement opposite of the "front" plane of the Dwelling Unit.  The "rear yard" extends no closer to 
the front yard than the "rear" of the Dwelling Unit. 

Side:     The “side” is defined as either or both of the two planes of the Dwelling Unit not the "front" or 
"rear."  The “side yard” is the space between either or both "sides" of the Dwelling Unit and the 
Lot’s property line which is/are not part of the "front yard" or "rear yard."  If a home is on a corner 
Lot, the "side yard" extends only to the immediate common sidewalk used by Chelsea Ridge 
pedestrians 
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Back:   The "back yard" is defined as the area of the "rear yard" which lies between the planes of the "sides" 
of the Dwelling Unit.     

   
"Modification” shall mean to perceptively and materially change the form, function, or 
appearance of any structure or landscaping, including the drainage or grading of the lot, 
whether temporary or permanent.   
  
The following improvements shall be deemed to be consistent with the current scheme of 
development in the community and, depending on location, design, materials, and 
method of construction, in harmony with surrounding structures and topography:  
  
RESIDENTIAL USE – The lot shall be used for residential use only.  No building shall be 
erected upon any lot without the prior approval of the ARB. 
  
ACCESSORY ENCLOSURES - Attached accessory enclosures, including screened 
enclosures, sunrooms, Florida Rooms, porch additions, and the like that are determined 
to be complementary to that of the Dwelling Unit shall be allowable with prior written ARB 
approval.   
   
  
FENCES –  Fences will be constructed as defined in these guidelines (see 
below). All fences must be approved by the ARB prior to construction or installation.  All 
fences must be deemed to be consistent with the current scheme of development in the 
community.   
  
 
GARAGE DOOR/ WINDOWS - All panel inserts must be maintained, repaired and 
replaced as needed to maintain their original appearance and condition.  The ARB 
reserves the right to approve or disapprove any garage door based purely upon aesthetic 
reasons.   
    
GUTTERS - Installation of gutters to any Dwelling Unit requires prior written ARB 
approval before being installed. Gutters and downspouts must match existing trim in 
color, style and design and must be constructed of aluminum, PVC or vinyl.  All gutters 
and spouts shall be inspected and maintained in a reasonable manner.  All gutters and 
downspouts must be installed and positioned in a manner so as not to interfere with the 
established drainage pattern over any Lot or the Common Areas.    
  
HURRICANE SHUTTERS - No hurricane or storm shutters shall be installed unless 
approved in advance and in writing by the ARB. 
 
WINDOW AWNINGS - No window awnings shall be allowed. 
   
MAILBOXES - Mailboxes shall be deemed to be consistent with the current scheme of 
development in the community and as outlined the ARB Design Guidelines for Mailboxes 
below.  Mailbox replacement requires ARB approval. 
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PAINTING – Paint color selections must be approved by the ARB.  Paint color shall be 
deemed to be consistent with the current scheme of development in the community.  An 
approved paint pallet is available from the ARB to assist the homeowner in making 
selections. Please contact the ARB Chairperson or designated ARB Paint Consultant for 
access to the Community Pallet Books. 
  
PAVING DRIVEWAYS, WALKWAYS, AND PATIOS - Owner must receive written ARB 
approval prior to paving, or covering an existing pavement, with any paving material, 
including, but not limited to, concrete, brick, tile, stepping-stones, staining or painting, (on 
the side of the driveway or as a walkway only), and prior to installation of concrete 
pavers, for any purpose, including, but not limited to, walkways, driveways, or patio 
areas.   
  
ROOFING – Any reroofing or changes to roofing require prior written ARB approval.  
Roofing material must be as outlined in the Deed Restrictions for Chelsea Ridge HOA. 
  
SOLAR PANELS / EQUIPMENT - Solar panels / equipment shall not be installed without 
the prior written approval of the ARB.  Solar panels must be installed by a licensed 
contractor. 
  
STORM DOORS - storm doors and decorative screen doors may be installed; however, 
all materials, styles and designs are subject to prior written ARB approval. No "burglar 
bars,” steel or wrought iron bars, or similar fixtures shall be installed on the exterior of any 
windows nor on any doors of any Dwelling Unit, nor on the interior of same, if visible from 
outside the Dwelling Unit. 
  
WALKWAYS - Installing any permanent walkway requires prior written ARB approval.   
     
CONSTRUCTION DAMAGES - Any damage caused by any homeowner, his / her 
contractors, sub-contractors, agents, guests or employees, whether to vegetation or 
improvements on any Lot or Common Area or to the personal property of any resident or 
the Association, must be corrected immediately to the satisfaction of the ARB and / or the 
owner of the damaged property.  
 
PET FACILITIES – Pet Facilities shall mean any facilities erected on a Lot to house or 
contain pets.  Pet Facilities must have prior written ARB approval and must be 
constructed in the back yard to match the Dwelling Unit, i.e., texture, roof and paint.  Pet 
Facilities may not be visible from the street and must be of the type commercially 
available at an average pet store.  Pet Facilities may not be any larger than the ARB 
deems reasonably necessary for the size and type of pet for which it is intended.  The 
maximize size Pet Facility the ARB will allow, regardless of the animal's size and type, is 
four (4) feet in height, four (4) feet in width, and four (4) feet in length.   
  
GAME & PLAY STRUCTURES – All basketball backboards and any other fixed game 
and play structures, including skateboard ramps, shall be located at the rear of the 
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dwelling and not visible from the street.  Tree houses or platforms of a like kind or nature 
shall not be constructed on any part of the lot located in front of the rear line of a living 
unit constructed thereon.  Any non-permanent game structures including basketball 
backboards, skateboard ramps, when not in use, shall be stored out of sight from the 
street. 
 
STORAGE SHEDS – Storage sheds shall be placed in the rear of the property. Storage 
sheds  
must be approved by the ARB prior to installation. 
 
SWIMMING POOLS – All swimming pool construction must be approved by the ARB 
prior to construction or installation. No above ground pools are permitted.  Safety 
enclosures must conform to county requirements.  Pools without screen enclosure may 
have decorative metal fences around pool deck consistent with county codes. 
 
SIGNS - Without prior written ARB approval, two security signs provided by a 
professional security company are permitted so long as one is in the front yard located in 
close proximity to the front entrance of the Dwelling Unit and the other is in the rear of the 
Dwelling Unit.   
 
LANDSCAPING – Major landscaping changes must be approved by the ARB. 
 
DECKS, GAZEBOS, PERGOLAS – All structures related to decks, gazebos, pergolas 
and the like shall be approved by the ARB prior to construction.  Decks and gazebos shall 
not be constructed on any part of the lot located in front of the rear line of a living unit 
constructed thereon.  Pergolas may be constructed as part of a gate at the front fence 
line or in the rear yard. 
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Mailbox Standards 

These are minimum standards. Property owners are encouraged to consider 
designs and materials which will result in a higher quality installation and 
appearance. 

 
Standard Mailbox Configurations: 
Mailboxes must be either: 

A. Concrete/stucco and brick columns with an approved metal mailbox set within the 
column (meeting height and setback requirements listed below) to match the 
character and design of the residence it serves, or 
 

B. As listed in table below: 

 
 

Traditional Black  Pony Express 
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Mailbox: Traditional 
Post: 3” round, fluted 
Cap: Required; select 
from options 
Bracket:  Required; 
select from options 

Mailbox: Pony Express 
Post: Included 
Cap: Not Applicable 

 
Bracket:  Not Applicable  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Mailbox: Geneva 
Post: Decorative 
Cap: Not Applicable 

 
Bracket:  Not Applicable 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Mailbox: Estate 
Post: 5”x4” fluted 
Cap: Not Applicable 

 
Bracket:  Not Applicable 

 
 

Standard Conditions for ALL Mailbox applications 

Location 
A. Mailboxes should be installed at a height of 41-45 inches from the road surface 

to the inside floor of a mailbox and are set back 6-8 inches from the front face of 
the curb or road edge to the mailbox door. 
 

B. Curbside mailboxes are to be located at the curb in front of the home 
approximately in line with the lead walkway from the residence’s front door to 
the pedestrian sidewalk. 
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C. Mailboxes may be installed in enclosures such as brick columns or 
concrete/stucco in keeping with the home’s appearance and architectural style. 

 
D. If the mailbox post extends beneath the soil line (versus being surface-mounted 

on a concrete pad) a PVC sleeve matching the post size, shape and color may 
be used to protect the post from damage caused by yard maintenance 
equipment (e.g., string trimmers). The top of the sleeve may not extend more 
than 3 inches above the soil or 1 inch above the plant material, whichever is 
lower. 
 

 

Mailboxes 
A. Mailboxes must be constructed entirely of aluminum, steel, zinc or cast iron. 

B. Mailboxes (including handle on door) must be one color (excluding the flag); no 
two-tone style or differing trim color. The only exception is the “Pony Express” style 
which includes minor brass/gold-tone components. 

C. Mailboxes may not be modified from the original manufactured design by any 
means which is visible on the exterior of the mailbox. 

D. Mailboxes must be mounted either to the top of a post (for example, the Estate 
style) or to a bracket attached to the post. Mailboxes may not be physically 
attached directly to each other. 

E. “Traditional” style is based upon Gibralter Industries #ALM11080 (available from 
Home Depot) meets these specifications. 

a. Surface may be either smooth or ridged. 

b. Sides of mailbox may not extend beyond the surface of the mailbox 
door when closed (also known as an “eyebrow” design). 

c. Size must be “T-1” which is within one inch of these dimensions: 8.7” 
high, 6.8”wide, and 19.9” deep. 

d. Color is either “Black” (for metal only mailboxes) or colors matching the 
home. 

e. May be mounted either to the side of the post or to the front of the post. 
(Refer to “Posts and Brackets” section below). 

F. Other mailbox styles (e.g. “Pony Express,” Estate, “Geneva”) are generally 
available in standard configurations. 

G. Mailboxes must have an operable carrier service flag. 
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Address  Identification 
A. Resident, owner and/or business names are not permitted. 

B. Address numbers are required on mailboxes if there is no address number on the 
home and must be: 

a. Between 1” and 2” tall. 

b. White or gold in color. 

c. Die-cut; if not die-cut the background material must be the same color 
as the plate or mailbox to which it is mounted. 

d. Vertical orientation. (For example, not italicized.) 

e. All numbers/letters on mailbox(es) for the property must be the same style 
(font), material, size and color. 

C. Mount numbers directly on the mailbox. Address must be visible regardless of the 
position of the flag and the house number may be: 

a. On the mailbox door facing the street, or 

b. On the side which is visible to the carrier’s normal approach to the 
mailbox, located to the right of the flag when in the “down” position. 

 

Posts and Brackets for Traditional Mailbox 
A. Traditional Black mailboxes must have a 3” round fluted post with a black 

decorative cap and one black bracket per mailbox installed, selected from any of 
these styles: 

 
Ball Cap 

Alternate 
Cap 

Bracket 
Style One 

Bracket 
Style Two 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
   

1.  For a rear-mounted single mailbox the bracket will be attached to 
the post directly beneath and inline with the mailbox. 

2.  For a side-mounted single mailbox the bracket will be attached to 
the post directly beneath and perpendicular to the mailbox. 
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Accessories 
A. Receptacles (e.g., tubes, boxes, etc.) for newspapers or other matter are not 

permitted. 

B. Temporary holiday and religious decorations may be displayed on the post and/or 
mailbox. 

C. Graphic “wraps” made of cloth, vinyl or any other material are not permitted unless 
they meet the requirements of “Temporary holiday and religious decorations” 
above. 

D. Decals, graphics and/or advertising of any kind are not permitted. 

Maintenance 
1 The property owner associated with the mailbox is responsible for 

maintenance. 

2 Routine maintenance includes, but is not limited to: 

a. Cleaning to remove dirt, algae/mildew, rust, etc. 

b. Tightening of screws, bolts and other fasteners. 

c. Painting surfaces which are suitable for painting to maintain the original 
color. 

d. As needed, adjust post/structure to maintain true vertical alignment in all 
directions. 

e. Remove and replace address numbers which have deteriorated or 
which are not easily recognizable from a distance of 25 feet. Ensure that 
replacement numbers/letters comply with the Design Guidelines. 

f. A mailbox which cannot be repaired must be replaced with a mailbox 
which is compliant with the Design Guidelines. 

g. Ensure landscaping near mailbox does not hinder access either 
physically or by posing unsafe access due to thorns or pests. 

3 Many of the parts (mailbox, posts, etc.) needed for repair may be available at 
home improvement centers or mailbox vendors.  

 


